Statistics 1B Interludes
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Calling Bullshit in the Age of Big Data
Logistics

Course: INFO 198 / BIOL 106B. University of Washington
To be offered: Spring Quarter 2017

Credit: 1 credit, C/NC

Time and Location: Wednesday 3:30-4:20 MGH 389

8010 ET Y ' 4 Enrollment: 160 students
- Instructors: Carl T. Bergstrom and Jevin West
P STORI
e ﬂv\\ TOF STORIES Synopsis: Our world is saturated with bullshit. Learn to detect and defuse it
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;nl look at the economy
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Daily Mail's own special way of showing a change from 0.6% to 54 056 58 0 2 64
0.7% dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4..
8:56 AM - 24 Feb 2017 Default horizontal bar chart from Excel when given numbers 0.6 and 0.7
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2016 Q4 GROWTH UPGRADED

First estimate Second estimate.

Default 3-d vertical bar chart from Excel, which is supposed to portray the numbers 0.6 and 0.7

Figure 1: Quarterly growth and levels of GDP for the UK,
Table A2

Quarter 1 (Jan to Mar) 2004 to Quarter 4 (Oct to Dec) 2016

I Growth (%), chained volume measure, seasonally adjusted
~ Levels (£ billion), chained volume measure, seasonally adjusted
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Quarterly growth (%) for the UK since 2014

Brexit vote
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ONS data, using Excel’s stacked-bar option to show the latest growth revision
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